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A Study in Scarlet 

by Arthur Conan Doyle 
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Arthur Conan Doyle’s novel A Study in Scarlet marked the first appearance of 
fictional private detective Sherlock Holmes and his assistant, Dr. Watson. Doyle 
wrote this novel in less than three weeks when he was 27 years old. Originally 
called A Tangled Skein, the novel was rejected by several publishers before it was 
accepted for publication as A Study in Scarlet in the November 1887 issue of 
Beeton’s Christmas Annual, an obscure British magazine remembered for little 
other than its inauguration of Sherlock Holmes. The novel was first published as a 
book the following year, but it was not until Doyle’s publication of the Sherlock 
Holmes short story “A Scandal in Bohemia” in The Strand Magazine in 1891 that 
the character of Sherlock Holmes received widespread acclaim. Since then, A 
Study in Scarlet has been published in many editions both in English and in 
translation, and allusions to the novel have frequently appeared in the works of 
other authors. A Study in Scarlet has occasionally generated controversy relating 
to the negative depiction of early Mormons in the chapters that take place in Utah. 
When visiting Utah for the first time in 1923, Doyle was asked to apologize for this 
depiction, but he defended the relevant content in the novel as historical. 
 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified 
without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 
Cover picture by James Greig (1895). Copyright expired in U.S. Cover design by David 
Purdy. This design is in the public domain. 
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